U.S. Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation (AFCP)
and U.S. Mission Pakistan funded Cultural Heritage Initiatives

The AFCP is the centerpiece of the U.S. partnership with Pakistan in the area of art and culture,
preserving the country’s most treasured national heritage. Since 2001, Mission Pakistan has
worked with partners in the Pakistani federal and provincial governments and nongovernmental
organizations on 28 projects to preserve cultural patrimony, including the conservation

of Gandhara archaeological treasures, the preservation of Mughal architectural heritage,
documentation of historic manuscripts, restoration of historically and architecturally significant
Sufi shrines and Hindu monuments, and the digitization of museum collections.

The Public Affairs Section (PAS) awarded a grant to the Boston Architectural College (BAC) to
facilitate faculty training and curriculum development in heritage conservation methods, in
partnership with the National College of Arts in Lahore. PAS plans to continue its partnership
with the BAC by establishing a new university partnership with the University of Baltistan

in Skardu (northern Pakistan) to develop a cultural heritage management program for their
students and faculty.

Mission Pakistan will also work with the Pakistani Federal Ministry for National History and
Literary Heritage on a bilateral cultural property agreement between U.S. and Pakistan to deter
illegal antiquities trafficking and ensure repatriation of artifacts seized by U.S. customs, and
imposition of import restrictions on archaeological materials from Pakistan. By taking a leading
role in efforts to preserve cultural heritage, the United States shows its respect for Pakistan’s
diversity and pluralism.

Projects supported through AFCP funds:

1. (2019) Conservation of the Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture’s Early
Twentieth-Century Nusserwanjee Building in Karachi, Sindh. This project will stabilize and
restore the historic Nusserwanjee building located at the Indus Valley School of Art and
Architecture in Karachi. Preservation of the building pays homage to the early 20 century
history of Karachi, while also providing a foundation to develop the technical knowledge
required for preserving other buildings of this era. (Anticipated Completion: March 2021)

2. (2013) Sheikhupura Fort, Punjab.
Restoration and preservation of the main entrance and stabilization of the rain water
drainage system of the seventeenth-century Mughal fort and eighteenth-century Sikh
havelis at the Sheikhupura Fort located about 35 km northwest of Lahore.

3. (2010) Sunehri Masjid (Golden Mosque), Lahore, Punjab.
This mosque, built in 1749 by Bhikari Khan inside the Walled City of Lahore, was
restored to its original eighteenth-century Mughal design using traditional methods, while
ensuring the structural integrity of the building.



7.

(2007) Pashto Academy, University of Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Manuscript preservation of a collection containing over 450,000 pages of literature,
poetry, folklore, Islamic jurisprudence and Islamic history from the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries. Collection highlights include Shahnama of Firdausi (Book of Kings)
and some of the oldest surviving examples of manuscripts written in Pashto, Arabic and
Persian languages.

(2006) Alamagiri Gate, Lahore, Punjab.

Removal of superficial layers of color wash and decaying plaster allowed for restoration
and preservation of the original design features of the gate built during the reign of
Emperor Aurangzeb, 1658-1707. The decayed wooden beams were replaced, and the
wooden gate restored using materials of the original design.

(2006) Gor Khatri, Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Restoration of the extensive brickwork of this Mughal-era caravanserai (roadside inn)
housed in a second century archaeological compound, at the crossroads of a Buddhist
Monastery and Hindu shrines that have coexisted over the centuries.

(2008 and 2005) Jinnan Wali Dheri, Taxila, Punjab. Two projects for the excavation,

conservation and restoration of the main monastery of this Buddhist site from the fourth and fifth
centuries.

8.

site)

10.

11.

(2004) Masjid Wazir Khan, Lahore, Punjab.
Restoration of bazaar arcades of this mosque, built in 1634-1635 by the Governor of
Punjab, full restoration of the original design and color of the brick and plasterwork.

(2003) Man Singh Haveli, Rohtas Fort, Jehlum, Punjab. (UNESCO World Heritage

This first significant preservation effort of Rohtas Fort, built by King Sher Shah Suri in
1541, includes restoration of the Chhatri-style dome and two original decorative motifs —
one painted and one in brickwork — around the base of the cupola.

(2002) Mohabbat Khan Mosque, Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Restoration of stucco, plaster and painted decoration on the lower walls of this 1670
Mughal-era mosque facing the main courtyard.

(2001) Sirkap site, Taxila, Punjab. (UNESCO World Heritage site)
Conservation and restoration of old stone walls dating from 180 BCE at Sirkap, a
Buddhist archaeological site in Taxila.

AFCP branded projects supported through Post funds:

12.

(2015) Varun Dev Temple, Manora Island, Karachi, Sindh.



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Varun Dev is a Hindu temple, dedicated to the Lord of the Seas (Varuna), located

on Manora Island, an example of Pakistan’s religious diversity and a testament to
interfaith harmony and peaceful co-existence. The project supported documentation of
the structure, stabilization of the tower and entrance portal, and community engagement.

(2014) Sultan Ibrahim and Amir Sultan Muhammad tombs, Makli Hill (Thatta), Sindh.
Tomb restoration. (UNESCO World Heritage site)

The tomb is located in one of the largest necropolises in the world, the burial place of
some 125,000 Sufi saints, scholars, royalty and other dignitaries. The AFCP-branded
grant restored the tomb and protected extant portions of the enclosure and other small
structures within the originally enclosed area.

(2010) Hazrat Musa Pak Shaheed, Pak Gate, Multan, Punjab.
Restoration of the frescoes, tiles and damaged double-story main entrance (deorhi) of this
seventeenth-century shrine.

(2010) Hazrat Rajan Qattal, Uch Sharif, District Bahawalpur, Punjab.
Restoration of the wooden structure of this 15" century shrine.

(2010) Hazrat Khwaja Ghulam Farid, Kot Mithan, District Rajanpur, Punjab.

The shrine takes its name from a great 18th century poet in the Seraiki language. The
project involved restoration of frescoes, flooring, woodwork and decaying tiles and has
helped to highlight and strengthen Seraiki traditions in the region.

(2009) Hazrat Shah Shams Tabraiz, Multan, Punjab.
Conservation and restoration of this important Shrine, built in AD 1329 AD, provided
opportunities to employ local craftsmen trained in the traditional methods.

(2009) Hafiz Muhammad Hayat, Gujrat, Punjab.

The complex contains a haveli, baradari, mosque and shrine of Hazrat Hafiz Hayat, who
died in AD 1185. Tomb restoration project removed overlay and uncovered the original
traces of the architecture, woodwork on gates and around windows.

(2008) Hazrat Sakhi Sarwar, Dera Ghazi Khan, Punjab.
Preservation of this shrine located 35 km from Dera Ghazi Khan in Southern Punjab.

(2007) Hazrat Jalaluddin Bukhari, Uch Sharif, Punjab.

Restoration and preservation of this fourteenth-century tomb and shrine. Project included
restored flooring, wooden beams and ornament brackets, floral painting and
reconstruction of grave sites with brickwork.

Project jointly funded by AFCP and Post funds:




21. (2015) Chowk Wazir Khan Mosque, Lahore, Punjab. The AFCP project helped preserve
the 17* century chowk of the historic Wazir Khan Mosque, an architectural centerpiece of
historic Lahore. Through this grant the Aga Khan Trust for Culture-Pakistan worked in
coordination with the Government of Punjab’s Lahore Walled City Authority to restore the
eastern facade and hujras of the Mosque, conserved a historic house, Dina Nath’s Well, and
created a shared community space by reclaiming and restoring the chowk (urban square) of the
Wazir Khan Mosque.

Post funded projects:

22. (2019) Conservation of the Historic Houses at the Chowk Wazir Khan Mosque, Lahore
Walled City, Punjab. This project will rehabilitate and conserve four historic houses at the
Chowk Wazir Khan Mosque, including removal of later additions, consolidation of structures by
strengthening foundations, conservation of facades, ceiling, and interior decorations on original
patterns. The project creates jobs for skilled artisans and serves as an example of urban
rejuvenation through heritage preservation inside the densely populated old Walled City of
Lahore. Upon completion, the historic houses will also host museum exhibitions and public
events adding tourists’ attraction in the area. (Anticipated Completion: August 2020)

23.  (2019) Museum on Wheels - The Citizens Archive of Pakistan, Sindh.
The project aims to revive Pakistan’s rich culture and heritage pertaining to the arts,
literature, music, and folklore by creating a mobile museum. The ‘Museum on Wheels’
will travel to public spaces and schools in remote cities across the country. It is equipped
with interactive exhibits and art demonstrations about Pakistan’s history, arts, culture,
and literature. The mobile museum will demonstrate strength and spirit of Pakistan from
the perspective of a citizen and provide an interactive, engaging and thought-provoking
window into the nation’s past to the future generations. (Anticipated Completion: March
2021)

24.  (2019) University Partnership grant - Boston Architectural College and National College

of Arts (NCA) Lahore, Punjab.
The project helps to revitalizing NCA Lahore’s sub-campus located in a 17 century
haveli inside the historic Walled City of Lahore and develops a Center for Conservation
and Restoration Studies. This center will serve as an urban heritage revitalization studio
for the community and also develops a BAC-NCA collaborative project in museum
studies, engaging students from both the BAC and NCA-Lahore in examining museum
collections at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and the Lahore Museum. (Anticipated
Completion: June 2021)

25. (2019 and 2017) Takht i Bhai Buddhist Archaeological Site, Mardan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (UNESCO World Heritage site)
This project provides support for the conservation and consolidation
of residential quarters of monks located at Block-C of the Takht i Bhai Buddhist
Archaeological site. The project activities also support creating facilities for visitors and



26.

217.

provide field trainings to the Department of Archeology and Museum staff in
KP. (Anticipated Completion: November 2020)

(2018) Re-Think Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Re-Think Peshawar project helped a local NGO KasabGar digitize content at the
Peshawar Museum through a mobile app that provides digital access of

the museum exhibits to the visitors.

(2017 and 2016) Celebrating Diversity and Shared Cultural Heritage in Pakistan,

Islamabad, Federal.

28.

The project supported the Interactive Resource Center (IRC), Lok Virsa Museum,

and the Smithsonian Institution Asian Cultural History Program (ACHP) to build a
strategic cultural partnership between Pakistan and the United States and make available
knowledge of Pakistan’s pluralistic cultural heritage to the people of Pakistan and
abroad. The project supported partnering organizations to conduct joint research on the
multi-cultural heritage of Pakistan, developed curatorial capacity of local cultural
organizations, and helped Lok Virsa Museum to digitize archives and develop museum
audio tours.

(2017 and 2013) University Partnership grant - Boston Architectural College (BAC) and

National College of Arts (NCA) Lahore, Punjab.

Through this project the BAC helped NCA expand curriculum with specific coursework

in heritage conservation and management, establish online course delivery system, build

NCA capacity through faculty and student exchanges and shared academic activities, and
develop conservation field school venues at heritage sites in Pakistan.



