
   

1 | P a g e              Intellectual Property Rights Course & Tool Kit                   

 
 

 

 
                                                     
      DAY 1 

 
          Session 2: Pakistani Laws and procedures  

   

USEFP PUAN Grantee:  Ammara Farooq Malik 

 M.A. Politics (PU), LL.M. (University of London), Doctoral Candidate EDBA, Netherlands. 
Advocate High Courts, U.S. IVLP Alumna 

Partner, AFMalik Law- Advocates & International Development Consultants 
 

With 
 

Barrister Ahmad Farooq Malik 
Lincoln’s Inn, UK.  LL.B. (University of Sheffield, U.K.),  

Advocate High Courts. 
Partner, AFMalik Law- Advocates & International Development Consultants 

 
 

 

         April 2019 

 

 

       
       

 
 



   

2 | P a g e              Intellectual Property Rights Course & Tool Kit                   

 
 

 
 
DAY 1 

 
Session 2:   Pakistani Laws and procedures 
 
A. Discussion: Pakistani Laws and procedures:  

45 mins 
 
1. Copyright Ordinance 1962 
2. Patents Ordinance 2000 
3. Trade Marks Ordinance 2001 
4. Registered Designs Ordinance 2000 
5. Intellectual Property Organization of Pakistan Act 2012 

 
Pakistani Laws and procedures: 

 
1. Copyright Ordinance, 1962 read with Copyright Rules 1967 
 

In Pakistan the first law on copyright was the Copyright Act, 1914. It was modeled 
after the U.K. Copyright Act, 1911. The Copyright Ordinance, 1962 replaced the earlier 
Copyright Act of 1914. However, in order to extend the scope of protection to new 
material and to ensure stringent enforcement of copyright, the Copyright Ordinance, 
1962 was amended by the Copyright (Amendment) Act, 1992 and Copyright 
(Amendment) Ordinance 2000 supported by the Copyright Rules, 1967.1 

 
2. Patents Ordinance, 2000 read with Patents Rules, 2003 

 
The first patent law in Pakistan was the Patent and Design Act of 1911 which was 
based on the English Patents and Designs Act of 1907.  This Act of 1911 was amended  
in compliance with the TRIPS agreement and two separate laws (for patents and 
designs) were promulgated as the Patents Ordinance 2000 and the Registered Designs 
Ordinance of 2000.  Since then amendments have been introduced in the Patents 
Ordinance of 2000, through the Patents (Amendment) Ordinance in 2002 and the 
Patents (Amendment) Act, 2010.  The patent law in Pakistan is presently governed by 
Patents Ordinance of 2000 and the Patent Rules, 2003.2 3 
 
 
 
 

                                                                 
1 https://pk.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2016/03/ipr-copyrights.pdf, Web accessed: 13th 
April, 2019. 
2 https://pk.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2016/03/ipr-patents.pdf, Web accessed: 14th April, 
2019. 
3 http://www.ipo.gov.pk/patent_intro, Web accessed: 14th April, 2019. 
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https://pk.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2016/03/ipr-patents.pdf
http://www.ipo.gov.pk/patent_intro
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3. Trade Marks Ordinance, 2001 read with Trade Marks Rules, 2004 
 
The first trademark law in force in Pakistan was The Trade Marks Act, 1940 which 
updated the Trade and Merchandise Act of 1889. The Act of 1940 was succeeded by  
the Trade Marks Ordinance, 2001 which was promulgated introducing new concepts 
such as  service marks, domain name registrations as trademark, ‘well-known’ marks 
and others.  The Trade Marks Ordinance of 2001 was updated with the Trade Marks 
Rules, 2004. 
 

4. Registered Designs Ordinance, 2000 
 
The area of designs was initially covered under the Patent and Design Act of 1911. 
This Act, which covered both patents and designs, was amended in compliance with 
the TRIPS agreement.  As a result, the Patents Ordinance 2000 and the Registered 
Designs Ordinance, 2000 were promulgated and now deal with the areas of patents 
and designs separately.  
 

5. Intellectual Property Organization of Pakistan Act 2012 
 
Intellectual Property Rights including copyrights, trademarks, patents, designs, lay-
out designs of integrated circuits, trade secrets and other intellectual property laws; 
supported by other laws are powerful tools for economic growth.  The protection of 
these and similar intellectual property rights is essential to foster creative thinking, 
stimulate creativity, provide incentives for technological innovations, and attract 
investment.  
 
The Intellectual Property Organization (IPO) of Pakistan is the state institutional 
arrangement for covering exclusively and comprehensively all subjects and matters 
relating to intellectual property rights. 4 
 
Section 13 of the IPO Act, 2012 defines the powers and functions of the IPO.  
 
Further Section 36 of the IPO Act, 2012 had an effect of bringing the Trade Marks 
Registry, Copyright Office and Patent Office under the umbrella of the IPO.    
 

B. Q & A: 5 mins 
 

C. Homework & IPR Tool Kit Discussion: 20 mins. 

                                                                 
4 Preamble, Intellectual Property Organization of Pakistan Act 2012. 

 
 
 


